Excellences, Distinguished Guests Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to hot and welcome you at the Regional Conference for Eastern Europe and Central Asia (EECA) on the progress of the implementation of the Tuberculosis Action Plan for the WHO European Region 2016-2020.
The regional conference is jointly organized by the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe in collaboration with the of Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and the Georgia National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases, with the support of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM).  I should emphasize the importance of this meeting, as it is the first meeting in the region and globally, taking place right after the UN General Assembly has adopted Declaration of the first-ever United Nations High Level Meeting on Tuberculosis. 
The overall aim of the meeting is to share the achievements and challenges that countries of EECA experience in achieving targets of the Tuberculosis Action Plan for the WHO European Region, with specific objectives of  demonstrating the progress made and challenges identified, defining the technical assistance needs of countries, including revision of Tuberculosis National action plans and national MDR-TB treatment policies and guidelines based on the most recent WHO recommendations, discussing the follow-up actions of the High-Level Meeting on TB at the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), and agree on next steps by counties and key partner organizations.
It is my pleasure to welcome the representatives of the Ministries of Health and the National Tuberculosis Programs from 10 EECA countries, also the representatives of the key partner organizations such as WHO, Stop TB Partnership, the Global Fund, USAID, the representatives of the research and scientific institutions, the experts in the field and the Civil Society organizations. I say “Thank you” for your readiness to participate and contribute to this important meeting. 
In the name of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, I wish you a successful meeting. We should work together in full speed for the sake of the millions who struggle against Tuberculosis every day.  
Minister
